October 2002
Senate Curriculum Resolution

Whereas curriculum and program development is a faculty responsibility, and

Whereas the course outline is the official standard of curriculum at Merritt College, and

Whereas having current course outlines enables Merritt College to articulate courses with four-year institutions and, as a result, attract and retain students, and

Whereas the Merritt College Curriculum and Instructional Council [CIC] has determined, based on College Standards and State and Federal regulations, that course outlines should be updated at least once every five years,

Therefore be it resolved that the Merritt College Faculty Senate, on the recommendation of the Merritt College Curriculum and Instructional Council, adopts the following policy on course outline updates:

1. Department Chairs, in consultation with and support from their Division Deans shall, after meeting with their faculty in department meetings, designate a permanent faculty member, by mutual consent, who is familiar with the course and discipline to update the course outline at least once every five years. If no permanent faculty is available in a discipline, the Department Chair will update the course outline after consulting with hourly faculty who has expertise in that course or discipline.

2. The updated course outline will then be submitted for review and approval to the relevant department and subsequently to the Curriculum and Instructional Council. (After approval by the CIC and/or the CIPD [Council for Instruction, Planning and Development] the course outline will be added to a college data base.)

3. If a course outline update has not been completed by the designated faculty in a timely manner, the Department Chair will notify the Division Dean who may refer the issue to the Professional Ethics and Standards Committee of the Faculty Senate.

If a Department Chair does not perform his/her part of this resolution, the Division Dean should perform it and also may refer the issue to the same committee.

4. Finally, the Faculty Senate thanks the CIC for the high standards of its work and requests of the Merritt Administration continued support for the CIC such as secretarial help and reassigned time to ensure the smooth functioning of the curricular process at Merritt College.
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(As adopted by the Merritt College Faculty Senate
