Education Critique Essay

In our last three readings, “The Achievement of Desire,” “I Just Wanna Be Average,” and Savage Inequalities all three authors, Richard Rodriguez, Mike Rose, and Jonathan Kozol write about some of the problems related to and relating to the U.S. educational system.  All three express the difficulties that many minorities and poor face in unfair, unequal educational institutions, schools that rob them of their cultural identity and integrity, and the ability to compete in our capitalist system when they “graduate.”  For all three the world of academe has an element of the “other” in it, a foreignness that challenges many students in different ways to adjust and achieve success.  Your challenge in this essay is to develop a theme that incorporates Henry Louis Gates’ ideas on the “politics of identity” and “identification” or Noam Chomsky’s ideas on education in an analytical critique of the educational system using our authors for support. (If you choose you can use both Chomsky and Gates, but you must use at least one of them.)  You will need to utilize the experiences of at least two of the three authors—Rodriguez, Rose, Kozol—in an educational system that often does not recognize or accommodate the diverse needs of its students.  Both Rodriguez and Rose eventually come to terms, to one extent or another, with what could be viewed as something foreign; in other words, they make the transition from “identity” to “identification” by seeing themselves in the “other.”  How do they do it and how does our system of educating our students hinder or help the critical rite of passage towards “identification” that Gates sees as essential to our future?  Your thesis statement should reflect your critique pro or con of this system.

If you choose you can add a paragraph on your own educational experience as it relates to your thesis.  Be sure not to turn this into a personal essay.  Fundamentally, your personal experience paragraph must support your thesis with a topic sentence that relates to your thesis.  

Attention:  Your paper must have a strong thesis to pass.

The essay should be a minimum of 4 pages, typed, and double spaced. If your paper does not have a Works Cited page and appropriate internal documentation, I will simply return it to you.  You will then have to revise it and resubmit it as a late paper.  There is a sample Works Cited page in MLA style and instructions on internal citations on my web site and in the handouts.

This paper will be graded based on the following criteria:

•
Is the paper the right length (4 complete pages)? Typed in MLA style and format?

•
Do the ideas flow smoothly from one to the next, or does the paper read like a list? 

•
Does the paper give a thoughtful treatment of the issue?

•
Is the paper a well thought out argument organized around a thesis?

•
Does the paper have well developed paragraphs with topic sentences and adequate support from the essays in the form of quotations and briefly paraphrased background information on the authors?

 •
Has the paper been carefully proofread, including careful attention to proofreading issues such as run-together sentences, sentence fragments, sentence structure, subject verb agreement, word choice and spellcheck?  (Remember to read it aloud to yourself or a classmate to check it for problems.)

•
Does the essay have an appropriate and well developed introduction and conclusion?

