Race and Multiculturalism Essay

Takaki claims that race is a social construct that is used by many to prevent us from coming together in a way that values multiculturalism.  Develop a thesis that examines the role that the concept of race (or the reality of race if you choose) plays in how we interact as a society and how we develop what we view as “American.”  How do we as Latinos, Chicanos, African Americans, Asians, Anglos etc. learn to value our concept of our own collective self and make it a part of the greater whole, and what are the forces (if any) that prevent us from doing that successfully?  For example, what role does class and prejudice play in the formation of our concept of “race’?  Do you think we should seek to move towards “a color blind” society that does not recognize the differences between our “races,” or, on the other hand, should we champion our differences and try to value difference over sameness?  Every single author we have read this semester brings light upon this topic, especially our friend Henry Louis Gates Jr..  But where do you come down on this apparent dichotomy?  As always you can use your own experience to critique or support claims of the authors in the text and your thesis, but your personal experience (or the experiences of those you know) should be limited to one or at the most two paragraphs.  Because this is an argument essay, you should take on the opposition and refute their claims at some point in your essay.  A requirement of this essay is to bring in at least three of our current reading authors and include Ashley Montague (from Cose essay) in your critique.

Attention:  Your paper must have a strong thesis to pass.

The essay should be a minimum of 5 pages, MLA format with a mandatory Works Cited page.  All quotations must be cited with page numbers in MLA style.  There is a sample Works Cited page in MLA style and the instructions on internal references in the handout I gave out in class.

This paper will be graded based on the following criteria:

•

Now that we have finished the modifiers for the semester, I will grade on general sentence maturity and length.  Use all of the elements we have studied in order to avoid choppy sentence structure and to have good rhythm in your sentences.

•

Does the writer use good sentence focus?

•
Is the paper the right length? Typed in MLA format?

•
Does the paper give a thoughtful treatment of the issue?

•
Is the paper a well thought out argument organized around a thesis?

•
Does the paper have well developed paragraphs with topic sentences and adequate support (use the PIE structure)?

•
Does the writer use the reading to support the thesis including appropriate use of quotations?

•
Has the paper been carefully proofread, including careful attention to proofreading issues such as run-together sentences, sentence fragments, sentence structure, subject verb agreement, word choice and spellchecker?  (Remember to read it aloud to yourself or a classmate to check it for problems.)

•
Does the essay have an appropriate and well developed introduction and conclusion?

