Essay Assignment:  Families in the Past and Present

Write an essay that compares family life in seventeenth-century New England Puritan families to modern day family life.  Your essay should focus on:

1.  a comparison of children then and now or 

2.  male/female relationships then and now or 
3.  women then and now.  

You have three choices.  Select just one of them and be sure to focus your argument on that element.  Do not take on the whole family unit because that is too broad a theme and do not take on a comparison of men or fathers because there is not really enough of a contrast to make it a useful topic.

Your essay should include:

an introduction that first gives an overview of the general similarities and/or differences in family life in the two eras (focusing on your selected topic), states the source of your information and then tells your reader specifically what your argument is by way of a thesis statement

body paragraphs that focus on specific points of contrast (or comparison) on your selected focus topic with topic sentences that reflect your thesis

a conclusion in which you discuss what you think of the changes that have occurred and what deeper understanding or meaning they bring to us as a modern society

*****************************************************************************

You will need to take the following steps in the writing process:

1. read and think about families in the past and present

2. think about what you know about contemporary families, and the roles of men, women and children today, and add your knowledge to your information from sources

3. classify the information you have so that you can show the differences between the past and present in an organized way

4. chose one of the following focuses for your essay: husbands and wives, women, or children

5. write a rough draft, with each body paragraph focusing on a topic of comparison that supports your thesis in some way

