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American Families Past and Present Checklist

Does the introduction bring in the topic in an interesting manner, clearly leading up to which family members will be discussed and why?  

Yes

No


Comments:
Does the writer have a thesis that takes a stand on which time period is better for their selected subject?  






Yes

No


Comments:
Does the writer introduces the Puritan book correctly in the introduction?










Yes

No



Each paragraph between the introduction and the conclusion should begin with a topic sentence—a sentence or two breaking down the theme into topics and supporting the writer’s preference stated in the thesis. Does the writer do this critical element?










Yes

No


Comments:
Are all paragraphs well developed using the PIE paragraph structure (at least two thirds of a page each)?










Yes

No


Comments:
Does the writer cover the hierarchical position, the obligations, and the responsibilities of the family members discussed in a balanced way in each paragraph—both in Puritan times and today?










Yes

No


Comments:
Does the writer gloss over the complicated nature of family relationships or does she express in a thoughtful way the complicated issues involved like we discussed in class? 










Yes

No


Comments:
Are the main points of the essay backed up with evidence from the readings, in the case of the Puritans, and from either or both the readings and personal experience, in the case of today’s families? 










Yes

No


Comments:
Does the writer use such concessive and contrast words as while, whereas, and although when appropriate—for instance, “Although the Puritans considered men to be the rulers of the family, they were not entitled to do anything they wanted.”










Yes

No


Don’t forget to make checkmark corrections on your previous summary or essay.   Failure to do so will result in a one half grade deduction.
