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My Title Reflects My Thesis in Some Interesting Way


The beginning of the introduction is where you smoothly draw the reader into the essay with what I call a “hook.” The hook can be an anecdote (brief personal experience), rhetorical question, quote from reading, an impressive statistic and so on. Just be sure that you do not just jump right to your main point. Then you develop your ideas going to general to specific or the reverse. You know where you want to end up (your thesis) so you need to provide good transitions and good support for that position.

Continue developing introduction

Right about here you are going to want to introduce O’Connor’s essay with a carefully constructed pattern (In or According to…) from your handout. The quote (or paraphrased support) you select should very clearly support what you are writing about in this paragraph. Now you will write your thesis that follows the formula that we talked about in class. Remember to not put the words “I agree” in your own thesis. Your introduction should be developed but not over-developed. It should not go over a page.


Now you are going to start your first PIE paragraph with your first topic sentence following once again the formula we discussed in class (kid’s TV ads + topic + opinion = TS). Remember the three topics we came up with were stereotypes, roles, and representation (or how many minorities (gender) there are in relation to whites (other gender). If this is the stereotypes paragraph then you should get support for the I portion of the PIE from a very detailed description of an ad from your home study. Do not forget to introduce your study before you use any data from it. Your description should allow the reader to actually visualize the commercial; then after your description you are going to want to analyze your description to make the connection between your support and your argument. Like in the Talk Report, the idea is to describe and then analyze, describe and then analyze. Try to get support from as many sources as you can for all your paragraphs. In this stereotype paragraph you could get additional support from O’Connor (quotes or paraphrased points he brings up) or from the reading study.

Still 1st PIE

Still 1st PIE

Since each paragraph should be a minimum of two thirds of a page long (more is usually better), the E portion of your 1st PIE paragraph should not start until about here on the page. Now you need to make the E portion of the PIE, which connects the support to the argument in your topic sentence and thesis statement. Your argument comes down into this portion thoroughly and thoughtfully. 


Now you can start your second PIE with the P portion (topic sentence) following again the formula stated in the previous paragraph. If this is your roles paragraph be very careful to deal with roles in this paragraph and not one of your other two topics. Remember roles have to do with leadership vs. supporting or roles that girls are encouraged to follow such as domestic or supporting in the home as opposed to boys who can do whatever they want. For this paragraph you need to use both descriptions from your home study and also tie your own descriptions into the totality of what you saw in your study. Once again the idea is to describe and then analyze, describe and then analyze. Get support here from any source you can. O’Connor mentions this problem in his essay and you could also look for support in the reading study. Personal anecdotal support can be very useful in your essays. You just need to be careful to use it in support of a point the you are making backing up your argument. This paragraph will be quite long because of the need to describe ads and also to use statistics.

Still 2nd paragraph

Still 2nd paragraph

Still 2nd paragraph

Still 2nd paragraph

Still 2nd paragraph

Here is where your E portion of the PIE will go once again. Notice that there are no spaces between the paragraphs?


So now you can start the 3rd PIE on representation. Don’t forget to do the P portion which again follows the formula for topic sentences. This will be the shortest paragraph in  your essay because of the nature of the support that you can get. It relates to numbers of actors in scenes so you need to do some counting in your study and put your findings into some kind of study form. Our reading always gives good models for how to do things so look to the book study to see how you can make percentages out of your findings and what categories you can use. After you look there and formulate your own data, then you can use the professional study findings to back up your findings for each area that you develop. Look for quotes from O’Connor to provide support in this paragraph; you could also use quotes from the professional study. 

Still 3rd paragraph

Still 3rd paragraph

Then move on to the E portion when you have exhausted your options for support.


Your conclusion should not start off with “In conclusion….” The tone of a conclusion automatically indicates that you are now moving onto this stage of your essay. A good conclusion answers the question, “So what?” In other words, you want the reader to care about your topic. Why should he or she care? What are the deeper implications of what you have just written? How can you take this topic to the next level in a thoughtful and thought provoking manner? That is your goal in a nicely developed paragraph at least two thirds of a page long. Notice how long this essay outline is. I told the class that there is a absolute minimum of three pages, but as you can see it will really need to be longer to do include the developed PIEs and paragraphs for this topic. If you follow this outline, you should do well and come to see me if you need any further help. Good luck!

